| 1 2-8 


"= mu to diret the AN SWERS that 


- 4 . — for the inen 


PIETY demanded. 


= A very | pla ml brief 
To demand PIETY from ALL PEOPLY 
More eſpecially from 


| YOUNG PEOPLE; 


—. 


are to be returned unto the DE 
_ MAN DS. 


— 


— 


Deliver unto an Aſſembly of YOUNG 


tions of 


Early Bie 


In the CITY of BOSTON; $4, Vm. my 


} Religio que : figer, non # Kei. 


I's: Printed by T. Fleet and T. Cramp] 


for Daniel Henchman, over againſt the 


Brick . 2216. 


— — — 


—— — - 


| ate Diana of 1 
3 1 


— 


„ ing AVILan 3 
2 The People anſwered him not a Wor 


HE Silence of the People was = 
very ſpeaking Thing. We will 
Enquire after the Language of it; 
and obſerve what may be ſpo⸗ 
| Ken to us in it. The [/raelites were Infa- 
mous for a Diſpoſition to Idolatry. In thalf 
Ten Tribes, after their Defection from the 
| Houſe of David, this Dispoſition had ſtrong 
Temptations to Cheriſh it, and Exert its 
And yet they had ſomething within them, 
| which was not without Convictions, og 
| Suſpicions, that it was a very Evil Ones 
1 A. 2. Uadec 


4 7 Demanias of Fiery. 
Under the power of this Light, there were 
many Thouſands, who till retained their 
Allegiance and Fidelity to the Bleſſed JE- 
HOVAH, and had not bowed their Knees to 
Baal. The People were very Scandalous 
for their Uncertainty in Religion. While 
they were in this Condition, the Glorious 

GOD raiſes up a Great Prophet, and Qua- 
lifies him, & Commiſſions him, to attempt fe 
| a Reformation of the People, and a Recovery fc 
of them from their Idolatry. It was the] e 
Memorable Prophet Elijab. A vaſt Congre- A 
gation of the People was now aſſembled; d- 
and above Eight Hundred of their Wicke 
Clergy, the Worſt and the Source of all their| n. 
Plagues, made a Part of the Aſſembly q. v 
Elia now in the Name of his GOD, makes| th 
a Demand upon the Congregation ; How| ne 
long halt ye, between Two Opinions? There is| to 
an Elegancy in the Original. *Tis an Ele- 
pant Alluſion to a Bird on a Tree, flying 
from one Bough to another; unreſolved m. 
what Bough to ſtay upon. Such was theſ ſh 
Vucertainty of the People! But, ſays the] on 
Man of GOD, Let either the Bleſſed JE 
HOVAH be entirely adhzr'd unto ; or elſe} i 
let us have ſome evident Proofs that Baal! 
is the Almighty GOD, and then wee'l ad 

here to him. Let us be Re/o/v'4 upon Row 
— 5 thing] 
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| The People anſwered not a Word. If it be En 
quired, Why they did not Anſwer, I that 
was none of them, will preſume to anſwe 
for them. A Twofold Reaſon is to be give 


| They might be Aſhamed of what they had 


iS] to do. 


13] done. I don't wonder they ſaid nothings 


if] no Apology. Another is, Becauſe the) 
were yet Unreſolved; yet Uncertain what: 
they ſhould Refolve upon: Yet Undeterms 
ne 


| ſharp Satyr in it, when they hear it inſiſted 


It is no rare Thing, for People to be Unreſolved 
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he Demands of Pzety. 


thing or other; and no longer continue 
in any Uncertainty, My Text reports the 
Anſwer of the People unto the Demand 
made by the Inſpir'd Meſſenger of God 
Their Anſwer was. Nothing at all.- 


for their Silence. One is, Becauſe the 
could give no Reaſon for their Practice 


They had nothing to ſay. They could make 


Not fixed in any Determination, what 
My DOCTRINE will be one -which 


methinks, Mankind ſhould be aware of 2 


What Anſwer they ſhall make to the L 
of the Glorious GOD. a, 


| " TP Demanns of Preny. 

The Glorious GOD has Demands upon 
People. And unto His Demands, the People 
wer Him not a Werd. Firſt the Caſes 
herein, and then the Cauſes wherefore, 


When you are told, what are the Caſes, in 


which People do not anſwer a Word unto 
he Demands of the Glorious GOD, you | 
pill be told at the fame time, the Cauſes for 


ich People do not anſwer. 


Le calls them to an Account, What they 
Wave been doing? We read, Matth. XXV. 
g. The Lord of the Servants, cometh and reck- 
b with them. Unto this Demand, People 
lo zt anſwer a Word; It is becauſe they 


ney can make, will confeſs, That they have 
mply, That the Wrath of God, which comes on 


& what they have done. 


demand upon People, What will you do? 
e expects them to take up an Immutable 


— 


his comes to paſs, may be ſpoken to. 


Firſt; The Glorious GOD has this De- 
and upon People, What bave yeu done? 


Durſs not anſwer. They have done very | 
nuch Amiß. They can give no good Account 
df what they have done. All the Anſwer | 
ed, and bave done very fooliſhly. It will 
be Children of Diſobedience, will belong to them 


- Secondiy ; The Glorious GOD has this t 


Purpole, What they will do in the thing: — | 
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8 
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| be would have 
| XIV. 2. The Lord looks down from Heaven, 
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tion before che Lord. Oh! Let not our 
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ny 
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them to do. We read, Pſal. 


upon the Children of Men, to ſee if there be any: 
who underſtand and ſeek God; and lo, If there 


| be any that will ſeek Him. Unto this De- 
| mand, People do not anſwer a Word; It is be- 
| cauſe they Will not anſwer. They are loth 
to come to a full Purpoſe. They are not wil- 
ling to do, what they ought to do; They 
cannot conquer their Averſion for what they 
are called unto. If they give an Anſwer, it 
|| muſt be ſuch an one, as will oblige them, 


To do what they bave no mind to do. It will 
compel them, To continue no longer as they 
Having laid in this General Idea of the: 


| Matter, there are now Two Deſigns before 


us, to be profecuted. There is a Twofoldfl 


| EXHORTATION to be managed. 


I. Let no People be any longer Unreſob 
ved, what Anſwer to make unto the De- 


| mands of the Glorious GOD, about what 
they have Already done. A Caution againſt 
| Unreaſonable Impiety, is what all People are 
| to be preſs d unto; A Caution againſt Un- 
accountable Impiety. It will contain in it alfe 
2 Caution againſt, a Senſeleſs, a Careleſs, 


a Criminal Uncertainty of our own Condi 


People, 


, - Fs of Prevy. 
people, ſo AMibebave themſelves, that when 


And, Why have you ſo done? it may not be | 
ſo with them, That they ſhall not have a 


not be ſuch, as cannot without Bluſhing or 


God, it was demanded ; How cameſt thou in 


GOD ſhall Demand, What bave you done? | 


Word to anſwer for themſelves. Let our Be- 
zviour be ſuch, that when God ſhall De- 
mand, How it has been, Our Anſwer may | 


Trembling be made unto Him. Of one | 
who was an Intruder upon the Favours of | 


hither? And we read; Matth. XXII. 12. 
He was peecbleß. Moſt certainly, one who | 
oes not. Regard the Voice of God, and the | 


ore Him; net anſwer a Word, 


hich. God will bring eVery WA ork into Fudg- 


bas Raiſed from the Dead, and by whom He 


Rule of a Rational Creature, when God. 

all demand, What be har done, will in a | 
ery wretched manner ſtand Speechleſs be- 
Firſt. Remember this; There will be a: | 
Day of Fudgment ; There will be a Day in | 


ent; There will be a Day in which God 
i Judge the World, by that Man whom He 


ill Raiſe the Dead. We may all depend up- | 
dn that; Rom. XIV. 12. Every one of ws. | 
ball give an Account of himſelf unto God. Not 
dne of us can eſcape ; The Small and Great | 
hal Sand befwe Grd, The 4ogeh will be. 
E 3 Officers 
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| with a comfortable Anſwer; to what ſhall 
then be demanded of us. *Tis the care of 2 
| Godly Man; Job XXXI. 14. What ſhall] 
do when God riſeth up 2 and when He vi ſitetl 
what ſhall I anſwer Him? 7 


1 


: | -Officers that ſnall bring us all 
will then make this Demand upon ugz 
| What have you been doing in the Body? It is 
Thing to be earneſtly Inculcated upon us 
Let the ſenſe of this be always kept alive 

in our Minds. Let us be ſo ſenſible, of 


time, there is a Tribunal of God, in the Cone 


ſhew the Work. of the Law written. in theis 
Hearts; their Conſcience alſo bearing Witneſs $ 


| excu/ing. God has Enkindled a Light in the 
| ſhall never be extinguiſhed. God acts in ity 

God here makes His Demand, MWhai hav 
you been doing, and what will be the. Fruit of 


| Anſwer to his Conſcience for the doing of its 
Let no Man incur the Rebukes & Scourgeg 
© 9Y PO - 


4 - . 


into the Pre- 
ſence of our GOD the Fudge of all. Ge d 


Judgment to come, that we may be furniſhed 


Secondly. Apprehend this; In the mean 
ſcience of Man. We read, Rom. II. 15- They 


and their Thoughts in the mean time accuſing on 
Conſcience of Man. A Lamp of God it is, that 
God is here as upon a Tudgment-Seat, anc 


your Doings ?. In this Apprehenſion, Oh! 
Let no Man do any thing, but what he can 


of his Conſcience in what he does. Man, 'Thykas ti 
8 2 2 A 7 thee zwe 
1 5, 6. If thou cauſt anſwer me, noth. 
tand up. Behold, I am in bed ftead. You tanc 
cannot be anreſalved in your Minds, whe- our 
ther theſe Things be Right or no. Ob 
Zut now, under the Awe of theſe Conſi- 
Gerations, let us get ready à Good Anſwer, 
to the Demands of God. Inftead of, Net | Ma 
anſwering a Word, let us become able to An- Ib 
wer TWO Things. The One is relating to |] 
what is paſt before this Day; The Other is | mz 
lating to what is to come after this Day. to 
| Firſt. Become Reſolved, that you ſhall be |; 
able to anſwer this; Lord, I bave with a Re- 
ting Faith ſought the Pardon of my doing | 
what I ought not to bave done. A Repenting 
Believer is 2 pardoned one; And ſuch an 
dne appearing before God, will not be one | ca: 
pf that People, who to His Demands cannot H 
ſwer a Werd. While the Tranſgreſſor had 
Wot made ſure of a Pardon, he could ſay 
othing for himſelf; Of ſuch an one, we | 
ave that Report; Pſal. XXXII. 3, 4 1 
Rept Silence; Thy Hand was be me. | 
But a pardoned Sinner has a great deal to ! 
ay. Let us make ſure of à Pardon for out | 
iſcarriages; And the Things that we 
have done to enſure our Pardon, will afford | p 
EY us |: 
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Fps the beff Anſwer, that can be made, when 
ve 2 


Demanas 0 neg. 11 


ppear before the Lord. We can anſwer 


e, nothing in Defence of our Sins, but Repen- 
uf tance will enable us to anſwer ſomething in 


Ic <a Ui 
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| the Juſtice of Heaven, the Sacrifice of my Savi- 


dur own Defence, when we have ſinned. 
Ob! Become able to anſwer this; Lord, T 
have Confeſſed and Bewailed my Sins, with un- 
 ſeakable Sorrow for my Offending of thy Infinite 
Majeſty. Become able to anſwer this; Lord, 
F bave deſired that all my Sins might be entire= 
[ly forſaken, and that the Inclinations tbereunto 
| might be deftroy'4 in my Soul. Become able 
to anſwer this; Lord, I have preſented before 


* 


dur, a 4 fi ull Atonement for my Sins; and I have 
pleaded for my Pardon, the Blood which cleanſes i 
from all Sins. When we are impleaded for 


our Sins, before the Throne of God, we 


cannos „ one of 4 Thouſand. But, Oh! 
Happy we, if we may plead this; My S A- 
OUR has anſwered for me. 5 

8 Become Reſolved, that you 
| ſhall be able to anſwer this; Lord, Having 


| Repented of my Former Sins, I Laboured then tq 
ng I knew 1 ought to do, Without a 


fincere Labowr to anſwer the Commands of 
God, we ean make no Anſwer to His De- 
mends, at our appearing before Him; The 
Eee who perkifh in a wilful Diſobedience 


ye DEemanas of r e). 
to God, are they who cannot anſwer a Word.] fort 
A Man ſollicitous to have ſomething to ſay,] bo 
at the Reſurrection of the Dead, both of the Fuſt\ to 

W and Unjuft, ſteer'd this Courſe for it; Act.] Go: 
XXIV. 16. I exerciſe myſelf, to have always| Re 
as Conſcience void of Offence toward God, and} It 
toward Men. Be afraid ever to appear before] tbe 

God, without being able to ſay, That we] 4" 

have counted His Præcepts concerning all Things 
zo be Right, and hated every Falſe Way that i] ha 

Condemned in them, and had Reſpect unto all De 

Hs Commandments. When your Conduct in] ſel 

the World comes to be anſwered for, your] E- 

ſincere Labour to ſtand Complete in the whole: ed 

Mill of God, will be neceſſary to be brought] r) 

as an Evidence that you have had the Righ- te. 
teouſe i of your SAVIOUR. to Fuftify you. 
If you have the Righteouſneſs of a SAVI-] 4 
OUR and a Surety to anſwer for you, it will þ De 
be proved, by your having 3 after 
ſuch a Geod Converſation in Chriſt, as carries 
a Conformity to it. Oh! Become able to 7, 
anſwer this; Lord, I denied all Ungodlinefs| *.- 
and worldly Luſfts, and lived Godlily, and Sv- 
berly, and Righteoufly in the World. Become fe 
able to anſwer this; Lord, It was wy Study], 

fo acknowledge. thee, in all my ways, and in all] , 

the ways of thy Appointment. Be able to an- 
ver this; Lord, I was my Study, to bring | 
ANT. forth 


1 
_ 


4 f 


Ys 
bY 


all 


| to anſwer this; Lord, It was my Study to de 
| Good to my Neighbour; and'be-a Bleſſing in all 
Relations. Become able to anſwer this; Lord. 


| have Deſireable An/wers to make unte the 


in] ſelves under a Self-Examination. 


1 
cb 
thou didſt Employ for my Gcod. Become able 


Be Demanas of Fe 
orth ſome Good Fruits, of all the Means whi 


Ir was my Study to ſpend my Time well, an 

therein to lay up Good for Eternity. Every ſuch 

Anſwer is worth a thouſand Worlds *: * *"B 
Thirdly. In order hereto, that we may 


Demands of God, we muſt now bring our 
By a Self- 
Examination, become Ref ol ved and Inform 
ed of ſuch Things about yourſelves, as eve 
ry Wiſe Man will Exceedingly enquire af* 


ter. In Examining Our ſelves, make Tue 
| Demands upon our ſelves; and make Tyus 
1 Anſwers to the Demands. Firſt, Let this be 
| Demanded; What have ] been doing all this 


while? This Complaint, Oh! Let it. nôt be 
made of us; Jer. VIII. 6. No Man repented* 


1 him of bu Wickedneſi, ſaying, What bave 1 
| done? We are adviſed, Conſider you way. 


2 | Tis the Advice of old agreed upon, Let us 


, Heaven to us, Ponder the Path 


ſearch and try our ways. Tis the Advice of 
of thy Feet * 


He 


1 
73 


When we demand it of our ſelves, What 
{ have been our ways? The Anſwer muſt be 


full 
of 


bf Self-Abhorrence, and Self-Abaſement- | 
id, I have denied the God that « above! 
lard, I acknowledge my Iniquity, and my Sin 
,exer before me. Father, I bave ſinned againſt | © 
Weaver and in thy Sight. Secondly, Let this, 
ce Demanded ; bat am I nom? There ne- 
er was a more Important Counſel than | 
ats 2 Cor. XIIL 5. Prove your own ſelves. | 
Dh |. make a Tryal of your State. Commune | 
wich gewr Hearts, till you find out, whether | 
ou have. New Hearts, and with a m_—_ 
hange wrought in them, you have a Biaſs | 
or. God imprinted on your Hearts. De-“ 
Hit, and be not put off without an An- 
er to it; L wy Soul ſo Quic kened from above,, 
What the Fear of God, and the Faith of H y 
HRIST bas a Prædominant Influence upon me? [ 
& GOD more to me, than the World? Is all | 
WEHRIST Precious to me? Ts all Sin Odiom to- 
„. h Walk and my very Heart Regulated | | 
1 
| 
| 
| 
| 


by the Eye of God upon it? Souls, don't re- -; 
main any longer Ignorant, whether you are | 
Fir Terms with God or no? Ignorant, | | 
whether God be Reconciled unto you? | 
ant, what will become of you in the | 
WEternal World. Alas, It may be feared, 
That if the Demand be put unto a Multi- 
2ude of People, Have you done any thing to 

ee s part in_the Heavenly Warld ?———he| 
ad 5 Anſwer 
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Things under the Demands of God, -ihs 


ved, what Anſwer to make unto the De 


S 4 


it not be fo, that a People not yet Reſolug 
| upon a Life of Piety, will nat 2 
A ZBuſineſs of Infinite Concernment, x 


the Name of the Glorious GOD, it is to! 

demanded of all our People, whether the 

will now Reſolve upon the Service of Ga 

and a Life of Piet? No _ muſt tt 
at 


| *ainty ; But, O our Goſpellized People, 
Some furious Bigots have made themſely 


to engage the Reſolution of a Deluded Pet 


and the Ceremonies, with which the-Impo : 


The Demands of P rey: Wo 
"Anſwer muſt be, None at all! None at all 
O wretched People they, who in the 


not anſwer a Word 


II. Let no People be any longer Ve 


mands of the Glorious GOD, about wy 
they Intend now to do. GOD now demand 
of our People, What will you do 2 Who, 
where, or what ſhall be yowr GOD 2 Oh! Le 


a Wor. 
now to be proſecuted in the Auditory. 


All- concerning Matter be left at an Una 


is now expected, that you hecome [Reſolve 


famous by urging this, For God or for B 
ple, to abett their Schiſmatical Impoſitions. Ri 
diculous Bipotry !/—- As if 2 the Peop 
were Mr of Baal, who do's = 


worſhip the Great GOD with the Lis 


N 2. hay 
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1. he Demands of Piety. 
Pare made a Schiſm in the Catholick Church|Gif 
of our SAVIOUR! The Expreſſion may Co. 
be a thouſand times more proper for the] 2 
reſent Occaſion. I ſay not, will you be off 
tor GOD, or Baal? But I ſay, Will you. 
be for GOD, and CHRIST, and Heaven? fan 
Dr will you be for the ſerving of diverſe Luſts, ſp 
and walking after tbe Courſe of this World 2| B 
EGOD who ſearches the Hearts of Men, will He 

take Notice, what Anſwer is formed in your FC 

Hearts, unto His Demands upon you. L 
My Friends; I wiſh it may awaken you, | 
hen I tell you, That ſuch Sermons as you] 
re now addreſs d withal, are very Ripening 
ermons. The Sermons that bring the Grand 
Doncern of Reſolved Piety to a Point: The 
rmons that oblige an explicit Conſent un- 2 
the Reſolutions of Piety, which Conver- is 
on and Salvation turns upon: Such Ser- Ber 
e, will apace Ripen the Hearers of them : VS 

Eicher they Ripen them that they are ſhow-P® 
ed upon to become the Children of God, 
pr they Ripen them for a Damnation that lo 
Wombers'not. Souls; If you give no Atten- pla 
ion td ſuch Servers, or if they make no 77 
Empreflion on you, there is a tremendous pla 
Danger left the grieved Spirit of GOD 
jehdraw from you, and give you up to f 
Pepetaal Blindnefs and Hardnels and In- EA 


differen- 


the Demands of Frety. r7 
cþ|differency- If you will not Reſolve now to 
ay | come into the Life of God, there is an ama 
he |zing Danger, left God Reſolve to caſt 30 
be [off for ever, and ſwear in Hu Wrath againſt 
du [you, That He will never ſpeak unto you 
, 2 [any more, or help you to mind what Hes 
4% ſpeaks. I am now doing the Work of # 
1 >| Barnabas, of whom we read, Act. XI. 23% 
311 | He Exhorted them all, that with FULL PUR 
ur | POSE of HEART, they would cleave unto: he 
Lord. And in the proſecution of it, 
u,| Firſt. The Demands of the Glorious GOIN 
du are to be ſer before you. The Demands are 
»g|thoſe Ancient ones; Joſh. XXIV. 18. Cbaſa 
1d you this Day, whom you will ſerve. You ſhall 
he have the Demands, yet more particularly; 
n- and ſo more Intelligibly, ſet before you. It 
r- lis demanded; Are you willing to live no lan 
er- [ger unto your ſelves, but make it the meim Des 
g of your Lives, to pleaſe :he Great GODS 
in à continual Courſe Obedience unto Him | 


4, is demanded ; Are y0u..willing to have G 
at ſalone ſet up in the Throne of your- Souls, and 


n- lace upon the Great GON » the» Lowe, and the 
NO [Truſt, and the Fey, which you have heretofore 
us {placed upon the Creatures, which you have ſes. 
D s Idoli there? It is demanded 3 Are you 
to {willing to rely on the Mediation of your $ . 
n- [BIQUR for @ Reconciliation with GOD 2? vi 


n- eee . yp ling, 


18 Ie Demands of Piety. 
ling, to wait upon your SAVIOUR for Direction j he 
and 4 ſſiſtence in all the Paths of Righteouſneſs 2] Gi 
willng to diſcern your Happineſs in every Thing | ce 
at ' belps you to Reſemble that Glorious and 
abtogether Lovely One? What is now waited | 
for, and O ſollicited Souls, How long has] v 
God waiting to be Graciom, been waiting] o 
for this? "Tis, That you be a Willing Peo- i 
ple. Oh: Let it not be ſaid, The People an- 
Fwered nat a Mord. But let all our People| 
unite in this Anſwer,.— My God, I am wil- 
Ag ;- thou baſt made me willing; I am Re- 
ed pen it, That thou ſhalt be my 60; 
#by CHRIST ſball be my SAVIOUR; and thy] i 
ngen, ſhall be the BuſineſS of my Life. Brief-| 1 
ly, The Reſolutions of Piety demanded of 
vou, are ſo ſummed up; Pfal. CXIX. 94. 
Tam thine, ſave me; I [eek thy Precepts. 
=: S&oendly. You are to be Inſtructed, how 
the Reſolutions of Piety are to be wiſely, fit- 
5 plodly taken up. Hearken to ſome 44- 
onions of Pity, which are to give a due 
Shape'timo the Reſolutions of it. Firſt. It is 
to be fuppoſed, That you Reſolve Conſide- 
ach. Indeed, the Reſolutions of Piety admit 
of no Deliberation, Tis a Blaſphemous Treſ- 
paſs upon Piety, to Deliberate whether it 
Would be Reſolv'd upon. It is Immediately,] 
mmediately, without the leaſt Hæſitation, tc 
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e Demands of Fiety 19 
ne Reſolved upon. But yet that Servant of 
'2] GOD was one who dealt Prudently, in pro- 
| ceeding ſo; Pſal. CXIX. 59. I thought on 
141 my ways, and I turned. You will Think what 
d you have to do, in a Life of Piety, & Think 
as what you have to move you unto the doing 
of it. Secondly. You will Reſolve nothing 
-in your own Strength: If you do, there will 
| be no Strength in the Reſolutions. Vain Man, 
le] Imagining thy ſelf able to perform thy 
i= own Reſolutions, Thou mayſt Reſolve much, 
en but thou wilt Perform nothing. There is: 
73 Clauſe of more than ordinary Significancy, 
in the Reſolutions of Piety ; even that, Phil 
f- IV. 13. Thro CHRIST who Strengthens me 
In the Covenant of Grace, there is a Promiſe 
| of Grace to keep the Covenant. Every Purpoſe 
of ours, muſt be with an Eye to that Pr 
wi miſe. Otherwiſe, it will be to no purpoſe 
tj When we Reſolve to Glorify God, our mean 
ing muſt be, I deſire my SAVIOUR, to work 
ef in me both to will and to do, that ſo I may Glo 
| rify God. Thirdly. When you Reſolve thei 
Thing chat is Good, you muſt be armed 
gainſt the Diſcouragements which the Reſolu- 
tons may meet withal. He that Reſolues 'alff 
Life of Devotion, muſt look for a Life of 
„Temptation. Follower of God, Thou muſt be 
an Overcomer, Who is the Overcomer ꝰ He 
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is one whoſe Reſolutions of Piety are never to 
Overcome: He is one who can Overcome all | yy 
the Diſcouragements that may aſſault his Re- de: 
olutions. Reſolved Chriſtian, Be of a Good | q. 
eart. The word of Command unto _ TI 
Is that; 2 Tim. II. 3. En dure Hardne 2 | 
Wo 004 Souldier of Feſus Chriſt. The Fleſh will wt 
ry, Maſter, fpare thy ſelf. * the Fleſn muſt | cal 
be denied. The World will fawn or frown | 
pon thee. But the World muſt be renoun- | 
ed. The Divel will wex thee with bas Wiles. 
Put thy Heart muſt not be turn d back, tho 
Whou art broken in the Place of Dragons. | 
Dark Diſpenſations of Providence are to be 
met withal. But the Horror of Darkneſs muſt | 
ot keep thee out of the Path of the Righ- | 
eos. O our Evangelized People, Are you l 
Net Reſolved at this rate; Oh! Why, why |, 
mould it be till ſaid, The People anſwered nos | 
o [ 
- Thirdly. You are to be informed, What Ide 
Refolutions of Pitty are in a more peculiar 
manner to be urged upon you. My Neigh- . 
bours, There ſhall be nothing propoſed now |, 
d be Reſolved with you, but what you ſhall 
own to be your Duty. A Flaming Preacher, 05. 
that is within every one of your Souls, wilt |; 
joyn with me, and will with the Voice in {thay 
which be God. of Glory Tbunders, force you fi; 
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to own upon every Propoſal, Thx z the 
| Will of God! And, O Souls, will you be fo 


deaf to Thunder, as to doubt whether you 
ſhall not preſently Reſolve upon theſe 
Things ? None of you can dare to doubt 
whether theſe Reſolutions of Piety, are not 
what the God who made you, does now | 
call you to. „„ 
It is your Duty, and Oh! how much your 
Intereſt, preſently, preſently, to Do that, 


(which if ic be found Undone, when you 
come to Dye, you are for ever Undone. Would 


you know, what is That ? It is thus deſcri- 
bed unto you Pſal. XVI. 2. Thou haſt ſaid 


unto the Lord, Thou art my Lord. Reſolve then, 


Thu Day, will I Retire and Repair to a Glori- 
ous CHRIST, as my Sacrifice ou the Croſs, my 


Advocate in the Heavens. Thu Day will 1 Re- 
Len my ſelf up unto the Spirit of my Saviour, 
that He may Enter me, and Poſſeſs me, and ren- 


der me a Temple of God. Oh! Delay it not. 


Will you This Day come to that Reſolu- 


tion ; I will every Day Converſe with the Word | 


f God ? J am ſure, Tis your Duty to do (9. 
You are ſo pointed unto it; Pſal; CXIX. 
97. O how I love thy Law! kt « my Medita- 
ton every Day. Will you this Day come to 
hat Reſolution? There ſhall not a Day paß me, 
it bout my going alone to pour out my Soul, in 
3 Secret 


ſtin be ſaid, Tbe People anſwered not a Mord. 
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| Secret Prayer before the Lord. This I am fure; be 
is your Duty. Tis poſitively Enjoined u. 
Matth. VI. 6.— Enter into thy Cloſet, ſbut thy _ 
Door, pray to thy Father who M in Secret. Wil * 
you this Day come to that Reſolution ? What? 
ever I ſee to be a Sin, I will Abhor it, I wil ha 
Avoid it. | am certain, This is no other 5 
than your Duty. It is the Injunction of Heay 8 
ven; 1 Theſſ. V. 22. Abſtain from all appear 1 
ance of Evil. Honſbold Piety muſt be alſo Re N 
= /olv'd upon. Oh! That Toſhua's Reſolution 15 
may be this Day univerſally come into — 
And one Thing more; Will you Refolud ** 
this Day, I will prepare for, and approach to] 
Communion with the Lord, at Hu Holy Table? 8 
You cannot be inſenſible, that this is yout| 1 
Duty too. Your Dying Lord ſaid, Thw du Ty 
| While you defer This, you 'make a very _ 
poor Proviſion for a Dying Hour; you pro- 
vide Regret, and Remorſe, and Anguiſh 2 
for a Dying Hour. I am afraid, I am afraid 
The ſo general Neglect of this Duty, is toal c 
| broad a Symptom of People not ſufficient- - 
ly yet Reſolved upon a Life of Piety. O ou 
\Evangelized People, Are you yet Reſobvei| 
; of theſe things? God forbid that it ſhould 5, 

1 
W 


FPourthly and Finally); You are to be| - 


» . oy a p * 


de uſed, that will move you to the Reſelu- 
* tions of Piety, if you are not ſtill Dead in our 
+44 Sins ; if you don't Reſolve to Dye in your * 
man Embaſſador applied himſelf, would 
have put off his demanded Reſolution, the 
der Ambaſſador with his Sword made a Circle 
1 about him, and cogently ſaid Intra bunc,— 
|Syr, You muſt Reſolve before you Stir. 
2. The Glorious GOD is now demanding the 
. | Reſolution of our People, Whether He ſhall be 
| their God, and Ihether they will yet live unto 
u Him? Look on the Wall of this Houſe, 
441 35 a Line about you; and let me ſay unto 
vou, Soul, You muſt Reſolve, before you Stir! 
It muſt now be brought unto that Point; 
| Heb. III. 7. To Day if you will bear Hu Voice, 
_ barden not your Hearts My Neighbours, 
| Hearken to me, while I Reaſon with you be- 
| fore the Lord. Hearken to the Demands of 
za God. God Sees, God Hears, God Minds, 
ol What Anſwer your Souls do give. And ſhall 
x . by ſaid, The People anſwered not 4 
—_— | | | | 
Demand I. The Things about which 
u 
d 


vou are to be Reſolved; Will theſe Thi 
ever be otberwiſe than what they are? Theſe" 
Things, are they not Iuſt Now, what they 
Will be For ever? Will the Glorious GOD 
1 ever 


I", 


| ever be more worthy of your Homage, than „ 
He is Fuſs Nom? Will CHRIST ever be] jj 
more Amiable? Will SIN ever be more] x 
Deteſtable? Will this WORLD ever be] þ 
more Contemptible? Will the Place of Tor- { 
ment ever be more Formidable? Or the v 
Heavenly Places ever be more full of Bleſſing:? I it 
Then, why, ſhould you not, Juſt Nou, # 
without any more ado, Reſolve in the ways] it 
of Piety to treat theſe Objects as they ought } 
to be treated? Oh! Let it not be fo, that 
the People anſwer not a Word'\ 1 
Demand II. What is it, that you are to 
be Reſolved upon, when the Service of God 
is the Thing propounded unto you? The 
Thing propounded is, Whether the 60D, J. 
in whom you Live and Move and have your | 
Being, has any Claim to any Service from you? | 
Tis, Whether it be good for you to draw near | 
#nto the God, who « the Fountain of all Good ? | 
The Thing propounded is; Whether the only | 
SAVIOUR be more worthy of Regards from 
you, than a Bloody Deſtroyer ? *Tis, In whoſe | 
Hands is it beſt for you to put your ſelves ; | 
Thoſe of a FESUS, or theft 7 the Divel? 
The Thing propounded, is; Whether an Im- 
mortal Soul be not more to be cared for, than 4 
Dody that is mouldering into Duſt ? Whether | 

the Everlaſting Wrath of God in Hell, be not 


more. 


( 
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in more Dreadful, than a few ſhort Straits and 
De] Wants upon Earth? Whether Holineſs leading 
rel to Happineß, be not rather to be choſen, that 
e] baſe Wickedneſs, which has Deſtruction and Mis 
rv} ſery, in the ways thereof? All this is Impliedy 
EF when Piety is propounded. But, what? will 
it require any more Time for you to Re 
"54 ſolve about ſuch Things as theſe ? Oh! Le 
sit not be fo, that the People anſwer not 
at] Demand III. What an Exalted, & Pro 
clamed Folly, will it be, if you are not forth 


3] with Reſolved upon the Service of GOD? 
'* } What? For a Maa to be at a loſs, Wheel 
„ | ther a Perpetual Night be not preferrible to 
A the Return of the Sweet Light in the Seaſor 
2 thereof? To be at a loſs, Whether a bitter 
* | Slavery ſhould not be preferr'd before Liber= 
> 2, yea, Dignity, & all Eaſy Circumſtances g 
ty | To be at a loſs, Whether painful Diſeaſes, 
P | grievous Languiſhments, muſt not be pre- 
e | err'd before Eaſe and Health > Who but 4 
"» | Mad-mancan be at a loſs about ſuch ThingsR 
But how Egregious the Foly, and how much 
1 | greater the Madneß, of thoſe, who are at 


8. 'a loſs, Whether the Favour of God, which 
as | Piety will have ſhining upon it, ſhould not 
e be preferr'd before Chains of Darkneſs? How 
long will it be _— you Reſolve; Aﬀer 

n you 
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HNears to think upon it? After you have 
enjoy d ſuch Means to help you to Right 
Judgment? After you have had ſo much 


WReſolved upon the Service of God, what a 
pon Him? Would you bring a Beggar, yea, 
ich has the better Tit 
how much worſe is it for you to ask; Which 
bad I beſt Obey, God or the Fleſh? Which had 
welling in me? Is it not a Crime to ask 
eator, and Redeemer 2 Oh! To ſit ſo in 


he Seat of the Scorners! To make ſuch Mon- 


ant clearing with you. But can you find 
in your Hearts to ask this any more? Oh! 


Word 


upon 


you have already had ſo many Sevens of | 


Experience to convince you, that nothing | 
rithout God can Satisfy you? Oh! Let it | 
Wot be ſo, that the People anſwer not a Word. | 
Demand IV. While you continue not yet | 
ile, Shameleſs, Horrid Indignity, do you put | 
a Traitor, before a —__ King, and ask, | 
e to the Crown? But, 

I beſt follow, CHRIST or the World? Which . 
I beſt have, the Holy Spirit, or the Divel, 
ach a Thing? What Scorn caſt upon our | 
ous Compariſons! Till you Reſolve upon | 
Piety, you ſay, Theſe are Things, which 
Let it not be ſaid, The People anſwered not 4. 


Demand V. What is the Real Queſtion, | 
Wen the Service of God is to be Reſolved | 


| Iivered from a Devouring Fire, and from Ever 


now my Queſtion is, How can you make 
ſuch a Queſtion? Oh! Let it not be ſaid, 


— 
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| be brought unto a Conſort with thoſe Morning= 


| of Foy in the preſence of God, and Pleaſures ab; 
| Things be Queſt ioned? Until you Reſolve 


| pared for a Dying Hour, while Unreſolved for 


The Demands of Piety. 27 
upon? The Queſtios in Reality, is; Will you 
be a Child of God, and come to Inherit all thingsE 
The Queſtion in Reality, is; Will you be Uni 
ted and Eſpouſed unto tie King of Glory? The 
Queſtian in Reality, is; Will you have the An 
gels of Heaven for your Guardians, and ere long 


Stars? The Real Queſtion, is; Will you be de- 
| laſting Burnings? And will you come to Fulneſs 


Hz Right Hand for evermore? But can theſal 


upon Piety, you Queſtion ſuch Things. But 


The People anſwered not a Word. ö 
Demand VI. Are you not a Dying? Done 
you fee People Dying about you every Day 2 


| And, Vain Mortals, can you exclude your 


| felves from the Number? Will the Dead 
Things, on your Tables, & in your Garmentsg 
give you no lively Hints, that you are your 
ſelves alſo to Dye? Will not your Death 


| ,come ſpeedily ? How long is a Weavers Shut= 


| tle paſling an Hands-bread:h? May not your, 
Death come Suddenly ? Do you know, what 
_ a Day may bring forth? But Oh! how Unpre= iſ 
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T/njuſtified ; and then, to Dye and fall into 
che Hands of Divels; to Dye, and meet with 


ſo wretchedly ? You cannot but think, That 


ing Man, but what approved of ſuch Reſola- 
Zions ? Yea, Did the Approaches of Death 
never terrify you into ſumething of them? 
Or, if you now felt your Death approach- 


Living unto God? For you to Dye ſo, will | 
zit not. be to Dye Unſanct i ſied, and ſo to Dye | 


= Death, which will be but the Trap-door of | 
Hell? Oh! Death infinitely to be depreca- | 
ted! Can you bear the Thoughts of Dying | 


while you are Unreſolved for the Service of | 
God, He will count you for His Enemies, | 
But can you think it any other than the 
moſt horrid Venture that ever was made, | 
for you to venture dying in the Condition | 
of thoſe, concerning whom God the Fudge of | 
gl, will ſay, Let thoſe my Enemies be brought | 
before me! And is not that Portion of the Wick= ||. 
ed, which is to be aſſign'd unto the Enemies | 
of God, a Portion to be Trembled at? Are | 
you willing to undergo that Strange Puniſh- | 
went, which is reſerved in a Future State for 
theſe Workers of Iniquity? If you will not | 
before that come into them, will not a 
Death-bed force you, and fright you into the | 
Reſolutions of Piet)? Did you ever ſee a Dy- 


ing, in your Blood boiling, your Breath 


tm 


fail- 
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| ſure, that you ſhall have the Lieſure of a 
| Drath-bed allowed unto you? Sure, that af< 
| ter you have abuſed a Space of Repentance 


| Space which you preſume upon; Or thei 


| dently and Impudently ſay, I Reſolve ftilÞ 


vou not Reſolve, be Wicked and ine 
3 1 


The Demands of Prety. 2 
failing, your Sight going away, & the cold 
Sweats coming upon you, would you no 
now declare, O Great GOD, I Reſolve ta 
ſerve thee, if thou wilt now ſpare me! Buy 
ho little of Sincerity commonly in the 
| Reſolutions of a Death-bed ? O Sleeping Sin- 
ners; Can you Dream that God will accept” 
of ſuch Deceitful Things? Or, Are yout 


given you by God, He will afford you the: 


| Grace to make uſe of it? What can your 
ſay to theſe things? Muſt it be ſtill fo, The 

People anſwered not a Word? | 
Demand VII. Then yet once more will ll 


I ſpeak on the Behalf of God, and of Pietys 
| Durſt you Reſolve upon that which is Con 
| trary to the Service of God? Can you haves 


the Confidence to ſpeak out, and ſay, I 
| Reſolve to ſerve Sin and Satan ftill? Confis 


to continue in Arms of Rebellion againſt the Al 
mighty God, and to defy His Thunderbolt $2 
'You muſt Reſolve one, or t'ther. Or, Im 
| fine, What muſt you Reſolve, if you wilb 
not come into the Reſolutions of Piety ? -Muft 
ur alÞ 


the. 
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ve, to have the Wrath of God abiding on 
Jou, and fall into thoſe Hands, which it is 
p fearful Thing to fall into? Muſt you not 
Reſolve, to dwell with a Devouring Fire, and 
ith Everlaſting Burnings ? O Reſolute Sin- 
ner; Canſt thou upon Second Thoughts 
ake up ſuch deſperate Reſolutions ? Upon 


onger be this Uncertainty among us, The 
People anſwered not a Word. Certainly, There | 

ill now be ſome Anſwer made; and a | 
Right Anſwer, a Wiſe Anſwer, a Good An- 


make Haſte, and I delay not, to keep thy Com» | 


mandments. 
PLE, is that which YOUNG PEOPLE 


Ireſs is now made un'o an Auditorv pecu- 
jarly conſiſting of ſuch. And Oh! that | 
the Arm of the Lord would now ſling fuch |! 
A Stone into the Conſcience of theſe, as to 
make them fall before the Conviction of 
God CHILDREN, Give Atcention- To | 
ſet upon the Service of G:d, in the Practice 
of undiſſembled Piet); you all know, you 
all own, Tis what your Eternal Happineſs | 
depends upon, YOUNG PEOTLE, You 
Sy 


he Ve of the Wicked? Muſt you not Re- Þ at 


cond Thoughts, Methinks, there ſhould no | ur 


(wer ; Even that Anſwer; Pſal. CXIX. 60. | fe 


ieee d te ALL. PEO- | 7 


are very peculiarly concerned in. My Ad- | 3 


re every one of you convinced, That you 


. 
- 


I muſt Live unto God, and Live by the Faith of 


5 unto the MAXIMS of Glory to 
1 Go | 
Men, or elſe miſs of the Bleſſings in Ever- 


* "WP * "mn 1 


| that which may ſecure their Everlaſting Peace 
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the Son of God, and Live in a Conſciencious 


in the Higheſt, and Good will towards] 


laſting Life. Some of you are come to a 
| Reſolution in this awful Matter. They are 
| unchangeably Reſolved for the Service of 
| God, and their SAVIOUR. They do Serve 
Him, and He will Save them; and, Chit 
| dren, Your ſteps will never decline from His. 
ways. But I muſt freely tell you, It is to be 
| feared, that many of you are to this Day, 
not ſufficiently Reſolved upon doing what: 
vou have to do that you may be ſaved. 
| They are perhaps a little Diſpoſed unto it, 
but not Reſolved upon it; They are Ponder- 
ing about it, but not Reſolved upon it. 
| They have their Thoughts upon it; & ſome- 
| times they think, Well, They will ſhortly di 


4 - 


Anon, their Purpoſes are cut off, & theThoughts 
of their Hearts, They are buried in their 
| Buſineſſes, or in their Diverſions, the vaing 
|' Amuſements of this World, and they dos 
nothing to Purpoſe for an Happineſs in a 
| Betrer World, becauſe they are not fully Pur- 
| Poſes what to do. The Greateſt Concern in the 
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Unconcerned for it. They leave it at woful 


give up the Ghoſt, and where are they e 


may be ſuch a Reſolution formed in you: A 


#bis Moment fix you in a good State for Eter- 


now ſee a YOUNG MAN, rendring him- 


him ; the Lovely Pourtraiture. 


hat a Religious Life, or a Life devoted unto 


wood for me to draw near unto God. His Ob- 


Refelution that will make your Calling and 
Elect ion ſure; A Reſolution, which may from | j 


He is a YOUNG MAN well ſatisfied; 


gections againſt a Religions Life, are all An- 
wered, Baniſhed, Vaniſhed: He is fully ſa- 
eisſied, That no Delights are comparable to 
Wc ſe ofa Religions. Life.; the ways whereof [| 


World, they are too much Unreſolved, and | arc 

i ar 
Uncertainties; Death ſurprizes them. They 2 
De before they come to a Reſolution. They * 


What is now urged for, is, A Reſolution | ti 
for the Service of God; even for EARLY 
PIET Y. Oh! That before we part, there 


| 


| A Life of Serious Religion'— Methinks 1 


ſelf the Delight of the wiſer Mankind, by com- 
Wnto it. You ſhall ſee the Deſcription of 


he Service of God, is what muſt be follow- 
Sd. He looks upon a Religious Life, as, The: | 
One Thing that is needful. His Thoughts are | 
ome to that Iſſue; Pſal. LXXIII. 28. It + 


; 
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are Pleaſant Ways, and lead alſo to Pleaſures 
| for evermore. He is fully ſatisfied, That no 
| Riches are comparable to thoſe of a Religous 
| Life; which gives a Contented Mind; and 
brings alſo ro Durable Riches. He is fully ſa- 
tisfied, That there can be nothing ſo Ho- 
| nourable as a Religions Life: To Live Religi- 
| ouſly, is to be a King and a Prieſt unto God- 
He is convinced, That a Religions Life is à 
| moſt Reaſonable Thing ; That the Man who 
| is not a Saint, is a Bruit; That he who is 
not a Good Man, does not ſhew himſelf a Man. 
He has a full Conviction upon him, that if 
he does not Live Religiouſly, he ſhall Dye Eter- 
| nally; That a Religious Life muſt be main- 
- tained by every Man, who would not miſs! 

of Everlaſting Life ; That without Helinef, i 
| no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. 2 'Y 
The YOUNG MAN is now determined 
| for it; Unalterably Derermined; Inviolably 
Determined. He is no longer at a loſs, Whe- 
ther he ſhould purſue a Religious Life or no. 
He can ſay, with him; Pſal- LVII. 7. My 
Heart « fixed, O God, my Heart u fixed. An 
" | Efficacious Work of God upon his Heart, 
has fixed him for a Religions Life. He is no 
longer Wavering ; He Hæſilates no longer; 
| The fixed Bent of his Mind, is this; I will be 
the LORDS; I will chuſe the Things that pleaſe 
I GOD; li 
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GOD; I will make it the Work of my Life, t I n 
| pleaſe and ſeek and ſerve the Glorious GOD. | and 
He is now ſo fixed for a Religions Life, that | por 
nothing ſhall diſſwade him from it; nothing } 1 


ſeduce him. He ſhakes off the Company of | 
| the Sinners that would Entice him to Evil- | Sus 
doing; and ſays ro them, Depart from me, | you 
ye Evil-doers, for 1 will keep the Commandments | the 
of my GOD. Should his deareſt Relatives | Fo 
hang about his Neck to detain him from a 
Religious Life, he would ftep over hi Father; | 
and throw hs Mother to the Earth; and brave- | Th 
ly trample on all his Relarives; and count | 1 
it a Mercy to be Cruel on ſuch an Occafion- | 
He will Believe on CHRIST; and nothing 
W ſhall ever make him out of Love with his 
admirable Saviour. He will Repent of SIN; *{ 
and nothing ſhall bring him to Love that 
worſt of Evils. He will Walk with GOD; | ©; 
and Stately in his Goings, he will by nothing | ©; 
de turned aſide. With a Patient Continuance in | © 
Well-doing, he will ſeek for the Glory of the 
Divine Image reſtored in him, the Honour of 
having this Glory confeſſed in him, an Im- 
mortality in Poſſeſſion of this Glory and Ho- l 
nur; This he will do, until ſwallow'd up 
Win Life Eternal. Reſolved YOUNG MAN; 
Thy GOD is Reſolved, That He wilt do | 
Wonders for thee “ ; 

. This, 


"This, this is the RESOLUTION, which 
e 1 now do beſpeak of you, My Children, 
and I do it with a moſt unſpeakable Im- 
| portuniry- Oh! Hearken to it — "2 
Let me have the Joy,— I know no greater 
| Foy ;— of ſeeing that you hearken to it- 
Suppoſing that I do fo, I will propoſe to 
„you an unexceptionable FORM which 
's | the RESOLUTION may be expreſſed in. 
Form it in ſuch Terms as theſe; _ 


1 Plal. CXIX. 7. 
| Thou art my Portion, O' ETERNAL GOD? 
| I have Reſolv d, That I would keep thy Words, 
| You ſhall have a brief Paraphraſe 
oF RS : a 
''* © Gracious GOD, Aſſiſted by thy Grace 
3 © [wherewith, O Quicken me from above! J 
| © I Mourn before thee for my chuſing a 
Portion in the Things of ths World, where 
| © in I now ſee nothing but perpetual Vanity 
© and Vexation; I revoke fo fooliſh a Choice. 
* The Choice and the Voice of my Renewed 
© Mind, is this; Ob! Let my Portion, and my 
* Bleſſedneſs lie, in my Living unto God; and 
| © in having thee, O Great GOD, for my GOD: 
An Employment for God, i a Communion 
| , with God, and the Enjoyment of thy 
Conduct, O my SAVIOUR, to bring me 
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home unto God; and to be under the 
© Shadow of thy Wi ings ; This is the Chief 
© Good, which my Soul now falls in withall 
My 'GOD, Whom have I in Heaven but 
-© Thee? And let me deſire nothing upon Earth] 
X * beſides thee ; or what ſhall help me in See- 
ing and in Serving of thee- But, then, 
© my Deſire therefore is, That I may keep} 
© thy Words, and Underſtand, and Remem- 
© ber, and Practiſe, the MA XIMS of PI 
© ETY, which are to be found in thy Words ;] 
and be Holy in all manner of Converſations| 
O my GOD, and my SA — Len- 
treat of thee, to make me . 1 


 Goſpelized Soul, Sincerely Subſcribe this 


INSTRUMENT, and thou art Happy 
in both Worlds, Happy to 8 Ages. 


